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We are very pleased to welcome for 
2018/19 , two new Interns to the team. 
Christina graduated from the University 
of Thessaly in March 2018. During her 
studies she completed a number of 
externships in Portugal, Sweden and 
Hungary, as well as spending 6 months 
volunteering at an equine assisted 
therapies centre in Spain, and 
participating in castrations clinics in 
Greece.
Christina is particularly interested in 
reproduction, orthopaedics and soft 
tissue surgery. In her spare time she 
enjoys running, spending time with her 
friends and family, and is also a keen 
photographer!

Ana Lopes has graduated in Portugal in 
December 2017, and has spent the last 
5 months working in a Reproduction 
Centre in Ireland. During her studies she 
completed a number of externships in 
the UK, Finland, Belgium and Brazil. Ana 
is particularly interested in internal 
Medicine, neonatal care and sports 
medicine.

It’s not a welcome, but a welcome 
back to Gemma Dransfield, Clinical 
Director who is returning from 
maternity leave. We’re sure you will 
be delighted to hear that Gemma 
intends to get straight back into 
clinical work when she returns, 
heading the team of vets at our 
main branch at Poppleton. 

Gemma has an RCVS certificate 
in Equine Practice and has  
particular expertise in equine 
reproduction and internal 
medicine, supported by over 15 
years experience in equine 
practice.

Our new recruits: Christina, Emma and Ana

Gemma Dransfield, 
Clinical Director at Poppleton

Rachel Livsey,
Receptionist at Poppleton.

In her spare time she enjoys 
reading, hiking, traveling and 
spending time with her friends, 
family and pets.

We also have a new Ambulatory 
team ember – Emma Saric. 
Emma graduated from The Royal 
Veterinary College in London in 
2017. After this, she undertook a 12 
month internship at a busy 
referral hospital in North Yorkshire, 
where she was primarily hospital 
based dealing with a large 
performance horse and surgical 
caseload. During Emma’s 
internship she furthered her 
interest in orthopaedics and also 
developed a strong interest in 
reproductive work, when she is 
not attuning her own 
reproduction clients, Emma will 
be assisting Gemma with our 
larger stud clients. Outside of work 
Emma enjoys riding her ex 
racehorse Teddy, skiing, travelling 
and spending time with her 
Chihuahua, Nando.

We have also recently welcomed 
Rachel Livsey into our reception 
team. Rachel has previous 
experience working at our small 
animal branch and has made a 
great start welcoming our clients 
on the front desk at Poppleton. 
Outside of work Rachel is working 
hard preparing her horse Dougie 
for next years eventing season.



Many of you are aware that we have had some exciting new 
additions to the VetPartners group of practices. Firstly, Rainbow 
Equine Hospital in Malton have joined the group. 
Rainbow Equine Hospital is the largest fully-equipped RCVS Tier 3 
Equine Referral Hospital in the North East. They offer advanced 
diagnostic and surgical techniques, and are staffed with specialists 
in equine soft-tissue and orthopaedic surgery, internal medicine 
and diagnostic imaging. 
Liphook Equine Hospital in Hampshire is probably less known to 
many of you, but is another large specialist equine practices in the 
UK. 
Gillivervet in Lancashire have also joined the group and we have 
enjoyed getting to know some of the team at group management 
courses.
Our staff will benefit by these additions from further training and 
on-hand expertise, as well as greater collaboration between 
interns, vets and nurses. This in turn will afford our clients better 
quality of service and value.

There is plenty more exciting news to 
announce but that’s probably enough 
for the moment. Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page and InstaGram 
account: minsterinsta
 
Everyone  at Minster Equine would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you, 
our loyal clients. We are a young and 
dedicated team, committed to 
providing quality professional care for 
horses in numerous equestrian 
disciplines. We are constantly 
investing in our team so they can offer 
you first-class veterinary service.

The whole team would like to wish you a very 
Merry Christmas!
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More equine practices join the group!

Mark and Julian leaving

Plenty more exciting 
news down the pipeline...

Although 2018 has been a year that has seen a lot of exciting 
development for us here at The Minster Equine Veterinary Clinic, it 
has also been sad, in that two of our longest standing and most 
respected clinicians have retired from clinical work (more or less!)
Both Mark Collins and Julian Rishworth have worked at the practice 
since qualifying and it's fair to say that they have both put their 
heart and soul into striving to develop the Equine department into 
the highly respected and well recognised veterinary practice it is 
today.
Mark and Julian will both be kept busy with new projects. Mark now 
attends various race courses as a senior veterinary officer for the 
BHB. And Julian is now Equine Director of the VetPartners group, of 
which Minster are a part of.
We would like to assure people that Minster Equine are still 
committed to providing the same level of care for our clients and 
their horses, and our extensive range of services including dentistry, 
castration and laser surgeries can still be catered for by a range of 
visiting surgeons that are available to us.




